By PAUL BERNARD ROTH, F.R.C.S. D. J., AGED 14 years, was apparentlv a perfectly healthy baby.
When aged 16 months one thigh bone fractured, and since then she has had ten fractures of her thigh bones, the right femur being affected seven times, and the left three. The last fracture took place when aged 91 years: she was wearing a Hoefftcke splint at the time. When aged 7 years she came under the care of Mr. Carless, at King's College Hospital: he performed cuneiform osteotomy of both femora; the right bone united splendidly, but the left took a very long time.
She was first seen by me two years ago, and since then the limbs have been kept in Thomas's caliper knee splints, and attempts been made bv means of bands and kneecaps to straighten out the various deformities present, which attempts have been partially successful. I have recently done a cuneiform osteotomy of the left tibia to rectify the severe bowing forwards of that bone. This has been a success as regards alignment, but bony union has been somewhat delayed. Thus operation took place on October 8, 1917, and union is not yet absolutely firm.
The problem which is troubling me now is the deformity of the upper end of the right tibia causing the knee to be extremely recurved. The radiogram by Dr. W. Ironside Bruce shows that a bend has taken place l in. below the epiphyseal line, with the concavity forwards. This deformity was present when I first saw the case, and I have not been able to modify it in any way.
Dr. H. C. CAMERON: This is a well marked example of a mild degree of osteogenesis imperfecta. It is characteristic of it that the fracture occurred a long time after birth. The cases of maximum severity are either born dead or die shortly after birth. That is one of the reasons why we might well advocate the making of more post-mortem examinations upon cases of stillbirth than is the case at present. It might throw light on a number of these rare conditions. That fracture occurred many months after birth is an indication that a case is mild, and that there will probably be recovery towards the later part of childhood. It is comparatively common to find only the femur affected. The temporal bulging in this case is slight but present. It is interesting to try to assess exactly what can be done for so apparently intractable a condition as this. One feels that if one of these cases had been continuously under observation, one ought to have been able to prevent the development of the degree of deformity which seems to be the rule when cases are allowed to go away from medical care.
